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034452 

R 260720Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6393 

UNCLAS BANGUI 1744 

AF/C FOR DAVID L. CARDWELL 

PASS GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, ROBERT D. REGAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, EMIN, CT 

SUBJECT: BANGUI MAGNETIC ANOMALY 

REE: BANGUI 1714 

1. IN CALL ON AMERICAN CHARGE NOVEMBER 25, COINTEPAS DIRECTOR OF 
OFFICE DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE ET TECHNIQUES OUTRE-MER 
(ORSTOM) RAISED JANUARY 19 VISIT BY GEOPHYSICIST ROBERT D. 

REGAN AND DR. A ALFRED G. CHIDESTER OF US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
RESTON, VA„ AND PROFDSSOR BRUCE D. MARSH, JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY TO VISIT AREA OF BANGUI ANOMALY AND "COLLECT SOME 
FIELD SAMPLES." LETTERS OF OCTOBER 8 AND NOVEMBER 14 FROM 
REGAN TO P. MOURQUES OF ORSTOM WHICH COINTEPAS SHOWED US 
WERE FIRST KNOWLEDGE EMBASSY HAS HAD OF THIS VISIT. NOVEMBER 
14 LETTER STATED THAT SURVEY'S OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGY 
WOULD CONTACT EMBASSY CONCERNING THE USE OF VEHICLES ". REGRET 
THAT EMBASSY HAD TO LEARN OF VISIT AS WELL AS MAGNETIC ANOMALY 
ITSELF (BANGUI 1714) THROUGH THIRD-HAND SOURCES. 

TO AVOID FURTHER EMBARRASSMENT AND POSSIBLE MISUNDERSTANDING 
WITH GOCAR REQUEST THAT SURVEY PROVIDE EMBASSY WITHOUT DELAY 
DETAILS OF VISIT BY CABLE. MEANWHILE, TO GET VISIT ON TRACK 
OFFICIALLY AND TO ALLAY ORSTOM CONCERNS THAT GOCAR ASSUME THAT 
ORSTOM IS SPONSOR OF VISIT, EMBASSY IS FORMALLY NOTIFYING GOCAR 
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VISIT CONCERNED WITH GATHERINGWERIEICATION OE SCIENTIEIC 
KNOWLEDGE RATHER THAN WITH COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION. PRIOR TO 
CONTACTING EMBASSY, ORSTOM INFORM ATT ,Y NOTIFIED DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
MINES G'BAKPOUMA OF UPCOMING VISIT. 

3. RE LOGISTICS SURVEY TEAM'S TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION SHOULD 
INCLUDE PROVISION FOR RENTAL IF AVAILABLE OF ALL-TERRAIN, 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR DURATION OF STAY AT APPROXIMATELY 
$70 PER DAY WHICH INCLUDES OBLIGATORY CHAUFFEUR, AND INTERPRETER 
IF AVAILABLE AT $25 DAILY IF TEAM MEMBERS DO NOT SPEAK FRENCH. 

REGRET THAT EMBASSY AND ORSTOM'S VEHICLE AND PERSONNEL 
SITUATION PRECLUDE ASSISTANCE IN THESE TWO MATTERS. 

4. IF SURVEY TEAM WOULD FIND IT USEFUL ECONOMICS OFFICER 
COULD ACCOMPANY ON UP COUNTRY VISITS. PLEASE ADVISE.SWING 
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